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1. BACKGROUND: BAHRAIN DEFENSE PORCE (BDP) HAS TAKEN ADVANTAGE 
OP - AND PAID POR OR AGREED TO PAY POR - THE POLLOWING PMS 
TRAINING PROGRAMS: 

(A) RANGER TRAINING POR FOUR OFFICERS IN 1975; 

(B) ONE OFPICER POR COMMAND AND STALE COLLEGE IN 1976; 

(C) TWO OPFICERS POR ADVANCED HELICOPTER TRAINING IN 1976; 

(D) HELICOPTER TRAINING POR TWELVE OFPICERS IN EARLY 1977; 

(E) INPORMAL EXPRESSION OF INTEREST IN ONE OFPICER 

TRAINING AT U.S. ARMY PINANCIAL SCHOOL, PORT BENJAMIN HARRISON, 

IN 1976. TO REPEAT, ALL TRAINING PROGRAMS ARE TO BE PULLY 
PAID POR BY GOVERNMENT OF BAHRAIN. 

2. FOLLOWING ARE KEYED TO QUESTIONS POSED IN PARA 5, REPTEL; 

(A) IMPACT ON BILATERAL RELATIONS: MINIMAL, EXCEPT IN 

THOSE CASES WHERE WE HAVE ALREADY INPORMALLY QUOTED PRICES 
POR COSTS OP COURSES. EVEN HERE, HOWEVER, THE BAHRAINIS MOST 
LIKELY WILL ACCEPT, IP NOT FULLY UNDERSTAND, THE PACT THAT 
PRICES HAVE GONE UP. WHAT THEY WOULD PIND HARD TO ACCEPT 
WOULD BE ANY INDICATION THAT WE ARE NOT ABLE TO FULFILL OUR 
COMMITMENTS, BOTH FORMAL AND INFORMAL, TO PROVIDE THE TRAINING. 

(B) THERE IS AN APPARENTLY INTENSE DESIRE ON THE PART OP 
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A DESIRE SHARED BY SEVERAL STATES IN THE PERSIAN GULF REGION. 

IN MOST CASES WE WOULD EXPECT THE BDF TO BE PREPARED TO PAY 
THE INCREASED COSTS INVOLVED, ALTHOUGH THIS MIGHT NOT BE THE 
CASE FOR COURSES WHICH DO NOT ENJOY TOP PRIORITY, E.G., THE 
FINANCIAL TRAINING COURSE NOTED ABOVE. IF THE GOVERNMENT OF 
BAHRAIN, AS DISTINCT FROM THE BDF, DECIDES THAT COSTS HAVE 
GONE TOO HIGH FOR ITS RELATIVELY MODEST BUDGET, THEN WE 
ANTICIPATE SEVERAL POSSIBLE DEVELOPMENTS, AMONG THEM BEING: 

(1) A BAHRAINI REQUEST TO SAUDI ARABIA OR, POSSIBLY, KUWAIT 
TO FUND THE COURSE EXPENSES; (2) A DECISION TO DO MORE 
TRAINING IN SAUDI ARABIA AND/OR JORDAN; (3) FURTHER EXPANDING 
TRAINING TIES WITH THE UK AND, POSSIBLY, FRANCE. IN ANY 
CASE, ANY ONE OF THESE DEVELOPMENTS WOULD NOT BE IMMEDIATELY 
DAMAGING TO THE U.S. NATIONAL INTEREST ALTHOUGH POSSIBLY SOME 
OF THE WARMTH IN BILATERAL RELATIONS MIGHT COOL AND PROBABLY 
U.S. COMMERCIAL INTERESTS WOULD SUFFER. 

(C) SINCE THE BAHRAINIS APPEAR TO WANT TRAINING (SUCH AS 

THE HELICOPTER TRAINING NOTED ABOVE) TO BE LINKED WITH COMMERCIAL 
PURCHASES OR FMS PURCHASES (NOT GRANTS), WE WOULD ARGUE THAT 
IT IS IN THE U.S. COMMERCIAL INTEREST TO PROVIDE THE AMERICAN 
TRAINING. THAT IS, WE WOULD ANTICIPATE AMERICAN HELICOPTERS 
BEING PURCHASED FOLLOWING HELICOPTER TRAINING IN THE U.S. 

IF COSTS OF TRAINING WERE TO AS MUCH AS DOUBLE, IT WOULD 
PROBABLY CAUSE THE BAHRAINIS TO RETHINK THEIR PRIORITIES AND 
ACT ALONG ONE OF THE LINES SUGGESTED IN (B) ABOVE - THAT IS, 

EITHER GET FUNDS FROM WEALTHY NEIGHBORS TO PAY FOR AMERICAN 
TRAINING OR GET TRAINING SOMEWHERE WHERE IT IS MORE REASONABLY 
PRICED. 

(D) THOSE TRAINING POSSIBILITIES WHICH HAVE LOW PRIORITY 
(FINANCIAL TRAINING) OR THOSE WHICH INVOLVE MANY PARTICIPANTS 
(E G., THE HELICOPTER TRAINING FOR TWELVE OFFICERS IN THE 

FIRST YEAR, TO BE FOLLOWED BY TWENTY-FOUR IN THE PROCEEDING 
TWO YEARS FOR A TOTAL OF THIRTY-SIX OFFICERS). 

(E) SEE (A) AND (B) ABOVE. 

(F) NOT RELEVANT TO THE BAHRAIN SITUATION. 

TWINAM 
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